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ASERMON, 
BY REV. JACOB CLARK, OF MISSOURI. 

“But my servant Caleb because he had another spirit with him, and hath 
followed me fully, him will I bring into the land whereinto he went; and 
his seed shall possess it.’—-Numbers 14:24. 

One of the distinguishing characteristics of the servants of God and 
followers of Christ is, “They have another spirit with them.” The 
spirit referred to, that stands in opposition to this which is called 
another spirit, is the spirit that opposes and tempts God, as you will 
find by reading the two preceding verses. 

God says, with regard to those that possessed this evil spirit, “Sure- 
ly they shall not see the land which I sware unto their fathers, neither 
shall any of them that provoked me see it.’’—verse 23d. But Caleb 
had another spirit, a spirit contrary to the spirit of provocation, and at 
the same time it was bold, heroic, courageous, generous and noble. 
It was the spirit of God which is always in opposition to the spirit of 
the world, flesh, or Satan. It is only by being possessed of this spirit 
that men can follow God fully. Then God will show them the way 
they are to take and the line of conduct they are to pursue, and in all 
things follow the will and direction of their Maker. They shall there- 
fore see the promised land and their seed shall possess it. One of the 
heaviest of all curses is that of a dastardly spirit in the things that per- 
tain to God and his glory. A great many, no doubt by magnifying the 
number and strength of their enemies, their own weakness, and the 
difficulties that they find in the way are retarded in their march for the 
Aappy land, and fal) short of the blessings of the gospel of peace. 

If we would receive the heights, depths, lengths, and breadths, of 
God’s salvation, we should, like Caleb and Joshua, ‘follow the Lord 
fully.”’ 

In the discussion of this subject we propose, 
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386 FOLLOWING THE LORD FULLY. 


I. To consider what it is to follow the Lord fully, and 
II. To assign reasons why we should thus follow him. 
I. We are to consider what it is to follow the Lord fully. 


Ist. It is necessary to our following the Lord fully that we follow 
him only. There are ‘Lords many, and gods many,” all of which are 
deified by some person or other, but it is not for the man that would 
reach the land of promise, to follow gods ‘‘that have eyes but see not 
ears but hear not, tongues but speak not, and hands but handie not,’ 
considering that the ability to see, hear, speak, &c., is brought into re- 
quisition at every step of the road. Any thing I care not how insignifi- 
cant it may be, that a man follows for salvation, is his Lord and God. 
To say nothing of many things more insignificant, listen to what Christ 
has said concerning ‘‘bdind guides: ‘They be blind, leaders of the 
blind, and af the blind lead the blind both shall fall into the diteh.”’ 
-nstead of reaching the land of promise this appears to be the fate of 
those that follow any thing else than the true God. In saying that we 
must follow the Lord only we are not to understand that we must 
nominally or professedly adhere to him, but this must be done in sin- 
cerity in every respect. If we would follow God in his counsels, let 
us take his word as the man of our counsel, and when that fails to 

ive us information on any subject whatever, let us stop there and not 
venture to press our march farther, by the instruction of men though 
they may claim to give it according to primitive tradition, lest we 
should follow dlind guides, against whom Christ has pronounced a wo, 
Mat. 23d ch. verse 16. If we would follow him in the ordinances of 
his church, we are not to stop to enquire of the (would be) wise men 
of the world, any thing in relation to these ordinances of the church, 
or they will tell us that they are unmeaning and burthensome, and 
that even the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is comparable to a drua- 
cen revelry? If we would follow Christ into his own house, and feed 
upon the fatness thereof, as David of old, we must in this respect fol- 
fow him only, in contradistinction to all that set themselves up as 
teachers. ‘‘They be blind leaders of the blind.”’ So that in every re- 
spect to follow the Lord fully we must follow him only. 


2ndly. To follow the Lord fully we must follow him prayerfully. 
Prayer is so essential to the prosperity of a christian, that he can hard- 
jy march one step toward the land of promise without it, in fact so 
dead is he without prayer that he does not move at all. We can as- 
certain the value of this duty that God has enjoined on the christian, 
by considering the manner in which he has spoken of it in the scrip- 
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tures. It is called looking up to God, seeking and knocking, crying, 
asking, taking hold of God, wrestling with God, lifting up the soul, 
pouring out the heart, &c. From these expressions we may see not 
only the use of faithful prayer to the christian, but also, that cold, for 
mal and heartless petitions before God, will prove unacceptable, and 
ineflicient. Who ever knew a christian to make much advancement 
in the divine life who prayed not to God in the sanctuary? Who had 
no family altar or never visited the closet or the secret grove for the 
purpose of pouring out his heart before God for his blessings upon his 
own soul? The enemy of God and man knows so well the potency of 
prayer, that he would rather a christian would do any thing else. He 
will go with the christian sometimes, in the performance of duties of an 
external character, where the deep, prayerful exercise of the heart is 
not brought iuto immediate requisition. Indeed, we are too apt to 
have his company in our attempts to march on in the way of christian 
duty. When engaged in deeds of benevolence, the enemy is too fre- 
quently by the side of the christian to persuade him that that is all 
that God requires, and if ne could succeed his highest object would be 
obtained. Asa mancan be drowned in one foot depth of water if his 
bead ts put entirely under, so Satan cares but little whether some indi- 
viduals are drowned in an ocean of iniquity, or what he is pleased to 
call the ditt/e sins of the world. His object is to retain the soul from 
following the Lord. Thus he will go with him in what are called 
deeds of charity, to hear the gospel, to visit the sick, to alleviate the 

woes of suffering humanity on the right and on the left, but let the 
christian fall in humble prostration before God, and in faith call upon 
the blessed Saviour, and he cannot bear such company. He is thus 
resisted and flees from him, of whom, a little whi'e before, he appeared 
anxious to make an associate, 

And as the conquered enemy, thus foiled by the presence of Christ, 
leaves the praying christian, he frequently rvars aloud (and the Lion 
roars the loudest when he is about to quit the field) and says, ‘What 
have we to do with thee, Jesus, thou son of God? art thou come to tor- 
ment us before the time?’ Although he frequently makes a good dea! 
of noise under such circumstances he shows his weakness, compared 
with the power of Christ and also his want of confidence in himself by 
seeking associates of inferior capacities. He prays to Christ not to 
dispossess him entirely and says, “If thou cast me thus out, suffer me 
to go away into the herd of swine.” 
3dly. To follow the Lord fully we must follow him humbly. H: 





















SS 























— 





388 FOLLOWING THE LORD FULLY. 


mility is defined to be, ‘that grace of the Spirit, which from a proper 
sense of lowliness and unworthiness, makes us patient under trials, 
and contentedly submissive to the will of Providence.’ It is the state 
of the person’s mind who has low thoughts of himself, founded on his 
knowledge of his own imperfections, and his dependence upon God. 

We should learn a lesson on this subject from the example of our 
Saviour, and*what he achieved by it as recorded in Phil. 2nd Chap. 
verses 8, 9, 10.11. Here we are told that Christ ‘“‘Aumbled himself 
and became obedient unto death, even the death of cross,’’ and the 
result of this humiliation is, ‘God hath highly exalted him.” As 
Christ is our Pattern, our Forerunner, our Leader, the Captain of our sal- 
vation, and in a peculiar sense our head and representative, if we hum- 
ble ourselves in his great name we shall be exalted above the reach 
and power of ourenemies. This, a ‘‘meek and quiet spirit, is in the 
sight of God of great price’—as you may learn from Ist Pet. 3, 4. 
While “God resisteth the proud he giveth grace to the humble.” 
James 4, 6. It is promised the same character Ps. 25, 9, that he 
shall be guided in judgment, and taught the way of the Lord. In the 
midst of trials and calamities he may be patient and resigned as was 
Job, for “In all (his affliction) Job sinned not nor charged God foo!l- 
ishly”"—Job Ist chapt. 22 verse. God who dwells in that high and ho- 
ly place has promised to dwell with him who is of a contrite and hum- 





ble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of 
the contrite ones—Is. 57, 15. As following the Lord fud/y is what 
concerns us more than any thing else, we certainly have some prom- 
ises here that are very encouraging. We have the promise if we are 
of this humble character that the Lord himself will be with us, and if 
the Lord is with us how can we fail of success in the way to glory? 
“Who can be against us?” Among the requisitions that God has made 
of man is that of being humble before him as essentially necessarry to 
his admittance into the land of promise, ‘‘Walk humbly with thy God.” 
—Mic. 6, 8. 

4thly. We should follow the Lord perseveringly. Many there are 
who make a fair show of piety for a while, but when God makes use 
of the thresh of affliction to seperate the chaff from the wheat they 
fly off with the chaff. ‘They run well fora while.” When Christ 
rides triumphantly into Jerusalem they cry, ‘‘Hosanna to the Son of 
David!" but when he is betrayed into the hands of his enemies the cry 
is changed into “away with him! crucify him! crucify him!’ Such 
black sheep are to be found among Christ's professed friends in every 
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age of the church, and in every land where his name is named. We 
have seen them frequently at our large meetings where the Lord’s 
work was reviving and (he conspicious men of the country were em- 
bracing christianity. The circumsiance of Esq. A.—Maj. B. or Gen. 
C. professing religion had much more influence upon them than the 
truth of Heaven itself. Religion, by such influential men becoming its 
votaries, will surely become poPpuLarR, they think, and therefore they 
become its zealous advocates for a time, but when ‘the branches of 
palm trees” no louger fill their road, but persecution ariseth en ac- 
count of the word of truth, or the love of the world takes the place o! 
the love of Christ, and Christ is betrayed into the hands of his ene- 
mies for thirty pieces of silver, (and he is sometimes betrayed for less 

then those, heretofore, noisy professors of christianity ery “away with 
him! crucify him!” 

That young, and at present zealous professor of religion who may 
be reading these thoughts, perhaps is ready to say ‘surely | never wil 
betray my Lord thus.’ May the Lord forbid that you ever should; but 
see to it that the work of grace ts well done in you, otherwise your 
pious resolutions may terminate like those of Peter. Though you 
feel that if all men were to forsake the Lord yet you will not, like him 
throngh the influence of a Girt you may swear that you have po 
knowledge of him. Take care young men! Like Balaam you may 
resolve, “If Barak would give me his house full of silver and gold I 
cannot go beyond the word of the Lord my God, to do less or more'’— 
Num. 22, 18; and after all your good resolutions and supposed firm- 
ness in the faith, for a pittance of gold so small that you could hold it 
in one hand, nay cover it, between your t/umd and finger, go contrary 
to the word of the Lord in evil doing? ft is one thing to resolve well, 
and itis another, and entirely different thing to do well, and persevere in 
doing well. Those there are (inthe church?) who once made loud pro- 
fession of the religion of Christ, who in the early part of their profes- 
sion appeared to think that they would hardly ever grieve or suffer 
again, who manifested great concern for their relatives, friends and 
acquaintance, who would ride several miles in unfavorable weather to 
meet the Lord’s people at the house of prayer, who hastened with 
pleasure and eager steps to participate in the immunities and ordin- 
ances of God's house; who engaged (to all appearance) spiritedly in 
songs and other exercises of the sanctuary; but many days of sore 
trial, coldness and apathy, have come over the church since that time, 
and how is it withthem now? They appear to resort to things earthly, 
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sensual, and I had like to have capt the Climax with the other scrip- 
tural expression, devilish, for the purpose of gaining pleasure, which 
act of itself virtually speaks out and says, there is not enough in re- 
ligion to make a mam happy, and it must be mixed with things of earth 
calculated to divert, interest, and engage the mind, before any happi- 
ness can accrue to the possessor of it. In this they say that the king- 
dom of Heaven is meats and drinks, in direct opposition to the word 
of God—Rom. 14, 17. Now they, seldom visit the place of worship 
even in their own town, village or neighborhood, except when their 
choice minister is to preach, and when you find them there they sit 
upon the dack seats, engage in conversation with friends, (for whose 
spiritual welfare they once manifested considerable solicitude,) about 
their prospects of earthly gain, rub elbows in the isles with others 
whose welfare they profess to desire and (shall [ write it?) say noth- 
ing to them on the subject of that all interesting, all absorbing relig- 
ion of which a short time ago they made such loud professsion! They 
engage not in the songs of Zion, and while their harps are thus hung 
upon the willows, they suffer their enemies to taunt them, saying, 
‘Now sing us one of the songs of Zion.” They keep at a distance 
when the sacrament of the Lord’s supper is administered and in the 
act declare that they have no part nor lot in the matter and they do 
not know whether he is coming the second time without sin unto sal- 
vation. My Lord! are these they that only follow thee for the loaves 
and the fishes, or have they caught the shadow instead of the substance? 

Let me ask my christian reader in the language uf Christ, ‘‘Will ye 
also go away?’ Methinks I hearmy Father's Son, or daughter say, 
“Lord to whom shall we go? thou hast the world of eternal life!” 

To follow the Lord fully you must tollow him perseveringly. 

5thly. We must follow the influence of his spirit. This is one of 
the most prominent reasons why Caleb was to be brought into the 
land whereinto he went. ‘He had another spirit wit# him.”” He did 
not travel the road to that happy land independent of, or without the 
company of the good spirit, but he had the spirit with him, and so far 
is every man from travelling the way to Heaven apart from the spirit’s 
direction or guidance, that “If any man have not the Spirit of Christ 
he is none of his’’—Rom.8, 9. ‘For as many as are led by the spirit 
of God they are the suns of God,”’ verse 14. It appears to be one of 
the offices of the holy Spirit to guide, lead, or direct the child of God 
in the good and right way wherein he should walk. While he moves 
powerfully upon the hearts of sinners by his holy influence in convin- 
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cing, convicting, and when they yield to his strivings, converting them, 
he at the same time is the saint’s comforter, his witness that he is a 
child of God—Rom, 8, 16, the helper of his informities, verse 26, and 
the light and strength wherein he is to walk, Gal. v. 16. 

That you may more clearly see the necessity of the spirit’s guidance 
and direction, and what man is when under the guidance of the con- 
trary spirit, I refer you to the latter part of the 5th chap, of Gallatians. 
Every good principle and grace is here attributed to the spirit of God, 
while every abomination of which men are guilty in the world, is 
charged upon those who are not guided by such spirit, but its oppo- 
site. 

If the enlightenment, the strength, the success and efficiency of 
christiaus originally, inany measure, depended upon this Spirit, I ask 
upon what principle have some christians in these modern times, lear- 
ned that the word of God independent of the spirit’s direct aid is all 
sufficient to guide us to heaven? I cannot see. So far from this being 
correct, independent of the spirit we have not the first pre-requisite 
for that pure, peaceful and happy world. Is love a necessary principle 
to qualify us for Heaven? Surely there is no heaven in the universe 
of God without it. ‘God is love,’’ and he that dwelleth in love dwel- 
leth in God and God in hin—1 John 4, 16. “He that loveth not 
knoweth not God,” verse Sth. Here we find that love is one of the 
essential qualifications for Heaven. In our march toward the Heaven- 
ly inheritance, I ask are “joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goud- 
ness, faith, meckness, temperance’ necessary? and can we get there 
without these? Every reader that knows any thing about religion an- 
swers without hesitation surely these are essentially necessary, and 
without these we never can reach the goodly land. Well these are 
the fruit of the spirit—Gal. v. 22, 23. As these are the legimate fruit 
of God's holy spirit that man whose religion has no Ao/y spirit in it, 
must certainiy be in danger of missing the land of promise; therefore 
to follow the Lord fud/y you must have another spirit with you. the 
spirit of the living God, whose fruits, which we have just been enume- 
rating, will ripen into immortality and eternal life. 

Gthly. We must follow him to the end. When we enlisted in the 
army of the Lord it was not on a short trial, (for God takes none on 
such terms) but during the war. The crown does not lie at the begin- 
ning, nor the middle, but at the end ofthe race. The enemies against 
which we have to contend are formidavle and it is only by ‘‘weapons 
of warfare that are not carnal but migitty through God to the pulling 
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that we can prevail against them, but pano- 


’ 


down of strong holds,’ 
plied in the armor of the gospel, moving under the broad shield of 
Omnipotence, we ‘‘go on from strength to strength,” having “clean 
hands we grow stronger and stronger,” waiting “upon the Lord we 
renew our strength, mount upon wings as eagles, ran and are not 
weary, walk and not faint. ‘We grow in grace and in the knowledge 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.”’ 

It is in this way that we press forward in the way that leads to glo- 
ry and to God. To such as we have been thus describing, eternal sal- , 
vation is promised by our Lord, and to such only. It is not on the ex- 
perience of former days, but the witnesss of the spirit now, that you 
are to make your calculations as to proficiency in the lessons given 
you by your Lord, whose disciple or follower you profess to be. As 
mn travelling the signs at one mile’s advance, will not satisfy you that 
you are one hundred miles on your journey, so in journeying to the 


land of promise. As wicked character arises by regular gradation, 


exemplified by Ist ‘‘walking in the counsel! of the ungodly,” 2nd by 


“standing in the way of sinners,’ 3d by “sitting in the seat of the 
scorners;’’ so christian character also rises by regular gradation. 


be men. First the 


We are first ‘‘babes in Christ,” and finally crow to 


blade, then the stalk, the ear, and the full corn in the ear. To the d 


same point the apostle uses this language, ‘moreover whom he did 
predestinate, them he also called; and whom he called them he also 
justified; and whom he justified them he also glorified”—Rom. 8, 30. 

So it appears that there is a regular advance in christian character 
and attainment. Would you knowthe lenghtand breadth, depth and 
height of the love of God.’ Ther ‘follow on to know the Lord.” 
Follow him to the end. Let your eye be fixed upon the prize that 
lies atthe end of the race, like Moses and like him you will prefer 
suffering ailliction with the people of God to the enjoyment of the 
pleasures of sin for aseason—Heb. xi, 25, 26. 

II. We are to assign reasons why we should thus follow the Lord, 
andupon this part of the subject, 

1. We remark that we should thus follow the Lord because 
he requires such service at our hands. Nothing less than a thorough 
service will suflice. He requires the heart, the whole undivided heart, 
and does the circumstance of his requiring it make an argument w hy 
itshonld be done? [t surely does. If any person should ask a duti- 
ful child why he does thus or thus, when be is going in obedience to 
his‘father’s command, he is immediately met with this answer, ‘‘My fath- 
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er says so.’ So should it be with the obedient child of God. If he 
should stop to argue the reasonableness of the requisition, when he 
is young and inexperienced, he may to a great extent, be put to the 
worse before his enemy, but he should not meet him on an any such 
ground, because his enemy knows that he can out-argue him, for he has 
studied the scriptures and has well explored the grounds of Christian ar- 
gument, so that he may be said to be one of the greatest controvertists 
in the world. Therefore stop not to argue with him when he inquires 
why you do thus or thus, but meet him with that simple, child-like re- 
pulse, “My Father says so.”’ If Satan was treated after this fashion by 
all christians, instead of their entering into tedious altercations with 
him, there would be many more successful pilgrims. When the enemy 
tries to detain you, put your fingers in your ears like a wise pilgrim and 
ery ‘‘lefe! eternal life!’ It is even grievous to the heart of your Father in 
Heaven to see one of you depart from the way wherein you should walk 
orcome short of following him fudly. Hear what he says concerning 
revolting Israel, Ps. 65, 10, 11. ‘Forty years long was 1 grieved 
with ¢Ais generation, and said, itis a people that do err in their heart 
and they have not known my ways: unto whoin I sware in my wrath 


that they should not enter into my rest.” 


2ndly. We should follow the Lord ful/y because the angels of God 
look for it. Christ says, Luke 15, 10, “There is joy in the presence 
of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.” Angels are 
very intelligent beings, too much so to rejoice without motives. What 
motives are we to suppose influence them to rejoice at the con- 
version of a sinner? considering that they have shown great interest 
for man’s salvation ever since the advent of our Saviour into the world. 
We may suppose the following to be some of the motives which actu- 
ate them thus to rejoice. Ist. One more precious, immortal soul has 
quit the ranks of the enemy of God and man. 2nd. They know that 
the cause of Christ is carried on in the world through human instru- 
mentality, and consequently the more that become its advocates im 
the world the greater will be its success. The soul over whom they 
now rejoice, heretofore exerted a pernicious influence, now his 
influence will run in a different channel, and instead of being 
detrimental to the cause of Christ it will be of a salutary character. 
3d. They desire eccessions to the choir of Heaven, and here is anoth- 
er soul that will come up after awhile to unite with us in the joyful 
songs of Heaven, they suppose, and join with us to praise our God 
and Ats God forever. These and similar motives (it looks reasonable 
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to believe) influence the angels to rejoice over a returning prodigal. 
Certainly, therefore, they look for such soul to follow the Lord fully. 
It appears to be part of their business to watch the interest of those 
over whom God has appointed them. They bear the faithful child of 
God up in their hands lest at any time he should dash his foot against 
a stone’—Ps. 91, 12. This is the service they do him during liie, 
and when he comes to die, whether on a bed of down, or on the cold 
ground by some rich man’s gale, with no other physician than a dog 
that can do no more to alleviate his sufferings than lick Ais sores, he 
is carried by angels into Abrakan’s bosom. Hence is learned the con- 
stant care that angels have forthe saints of God. They look for chris- 
tans to follow the Lord fully. 

3diy. The church also looks for it. Like the angels, all the mem- 
bers of the church that witnessed your conversion, rejoiced with you, 
and sung, 

‘*We are caining ground,”’ 

and when the door of the church was opened you said that you had 
rather be a door keeper in the house of your God than to dwell in the 
tents of wickedness, and hastened into the church telling that the 
Lord had done great things for you, whereof you were glad, premising 
to be faithful to your God, and to your brethren, and true to the cause 


of Christ your Saviour. What will the church expect but fidelity on 


vour part? They, as a matter of course, from the great change you pro- 
fessed, and the faithful promises you made when admitted to chure! 


ordinances and church privileges, can look for nothing else. Thev ex- 
pect to find you ad/ of a piece, see you where they may, or in never 
so varied circumstance They listen not to hear you blaspheme the 


name of God in wacked company, after hearing you praise that name 


in the holy sanctuary, they look not to see your feet which a short 
time since ran with such eager haste into the house of the Lord, and 
according to the direction of the Psalmist, were there KEPT STILL, now 
play with equally as great pleasure in the mazy dance, or rus in any 
of the divers paths of vice and folly. No, christian! they look for you 
to show yourself to be what you profess to be, a christian, a follower of 
Christ fully. 

4thly. The wicked world looks for christians to follow the Lord fu!- 
ly, to be all of what they profess to be. They know that ‘no man can 
serve two masters.’ They know that “ye cannot serve God ani 


s 


mammon.* There is one thing that I fear many christians are not 


aware of, that is in the estimation of the wicked such an identity exists 
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between the votaries of Christ and the cause itself, that for them to reject 
the former, is to reject the latter. Thus measuring the cause, by its pro- 
fessed friends and advocates it is frequently condemned without a 
fair trial. This condemnation is passed upon the cause remember 
merely for the conduct of some of its professed fricnds. This we 
know is not just, vet it shows clearly the necessity of christians being 
what they profess to be. 

If christians would show themselves christiens, the time would soon ar 


tive, when the works of post’es of infidelity such as Rosseau, Gib- 


> bon, Hume, Voltaire, Paine, or any other o/d Bachelor that has written 
against the revealed truth of Heaven, with their authors, would be 
numbered an ong the things that have been. The dee pe st wound that 
Cwsar received when murdered in the senate house, was from his 
friend Brutus. That ts it was a wound that entered more deeply into 
his heart, whereupon he exclaimed, “What! Brutus ameng my mur- 
derers!’”’ These were something like the feelings of Christ when be- 


trayed into the hands of his enemies by his friend! Judas, when he 


exclaimed, “Betravest thou the son of man with a kiss!” So it is at 
the present, one professed friend of an individual oreause can do more 
in betreying such individual or cause than all their enemies. The 
eyes of the world are upon you, christian, and much depends upon the 
course you take and the zeal you show for the Lord. The world 
looks for you to follow the Lord fully. They follow their master fully 
with all their heart, and they look for you to do the same, and they 
say further that, ‘If they ever become christians they will be that in 
full.’ 

5thly. It is your interest in the present world. The object of all 
men js happiness, and each wants as much in advance as he can get. 
Many have we seen in pursuit of this chief good, yet divers were 
their plans, pursuits, and engagements. Some are seen moving east, 
some west, some north, some south, and each is in pursuit of it. 
P Some engage in the frivolity and mirth of the world, some go in quest 
of wealth, some of honor, some fame, while here and there one pre- 
fers being a door keeper in the house of the Lord to all these ways, 
each seeking happiness in his respective way and each arguing that 
in his it is to be found. Yet all men are not happy. The reason is 
not to be found ina lack in the source fiom which true happiness 
flows, neither is it to be found in any lack of capacity in man, nor 
yet in a lack of indefatigable and assiduous labor and application in 
the business in which he is engaged where itis promised him, but 
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the simple reason lies here: a large majority of mankind seek it 
where it is not; therefore, there are comparatively few happy men in 
the world. If I were asked by a friend ‘how shall I obtain peace or 
happiness?” My negative answer would be, ‘do not be wicked,’ for 
“there is no peace, saith my God to the wicked.” —Is. 57, 21, and my 
“affirmative answer would be. Hearken to God’s commandments, then 
shall thy peace be asa river,” Is 48, 18; follow the Lord fully, be 
his disciple, in the fullest sense of the term, thatis in sincerity and 
in truth, and he will give you peace, not as the world giveth, St. 
John, 14, 27. 

If I were going to point out to you the most miserable man on 
earth, the man that suffers almost, a hell upon earth, I would point you 
to that man who once made profession of the religion of Jesus Christ, 
and to all human appearance bid fair to become efficient in the church, 
and has since “‘turned like the dog to his vomit or the sow that was 
washed to her wallowing in the mire.’”’ Sucha man is miserable 
without a parallel on earth. He suffers from his enemies and he suf- 
fers from his friends. The ordinances of God’s house, the songs of 
Zion, the good advice and counsel of his best friends, the preached 
gospel, the plain letter, the word of God, which his Heavenly Father 
has written, and that kind monitor conscience all inflict deep wounds 
upon him. The name of Jesus, so sweet in the ear of the faithful 
follower of Christ, is not sweet to him, because he considers that he 
has crucified the son of God afresh and put him to an open shame. 
While I pen these thoughts | remember one, and he is not far from 
me now, though not near enough to hear the creaking of my pen on 
this rough foolseap, who once to all appearance, made a fair start for 
the land of promise and afterwards turned again to his cups, which 
was his besetting sin before, (abominable practice!) and he acknowl- 
edged to me that in his sober hours he had not one moment’s peace, 
and for this reason, together with a desire to gratify a vitiated appe- 
tite he would again resort to the bottle to drown his sorrow and deep 
compunction of heart. He acknowledged, furthermore, that he had re- 
peatedly been sorely tempted to lay violent hands on his own person 
and commit the awful deed of self-murder for which there is no place 
of repentance. Such is the state of the man that followeth not the 
Lord fully. Iam happy to state that the man, concerning whom I 
have made these statements, I now believe to be a happy man, but he 
found it not in his devious wanderings; he found it in the ‘fountain 
that was opened in the house of King David for sin and unclean- 
ness.’ 
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I hold that every man’s happiness is in proportion to the source 
from which he derives it, and the capacity that he possesses; if so, the 
follower of Christ must be the most happy man in the world: Ist, be- 
cause he derives his happiness from God alone, who is the source aud 
centre of all happiness and perfection; and 2d, if his capacity appears 
never so limited, ithaving been originally formed for the enjoy- 
ment of the great Creator, and Christ having made ful) provision by 
which man’s sin and consequent degredation might to the full be coun- 
teracted, the grace of God can cause the sou! to expend until he sha! 
» know the length, breadth, depth and heighth of the love of Christ 
that passeth the knowledge of the world. 

It is your interest, dear reader, even in the present life to follow 
Christ fully, because it is the faithful follower of Cirist alone that ha- 
peace, as we have seen from observation, experience and the word o 
God. I beseech you, therefore, even by your own interest in the pres- 
ent life, wait not to get your affairs better arranged—wait not to go 
and bid those farewell! that are at home in your house—wait not to go 
and bury your father, but set about the work now. He that would 
come after Christ must take up his cross and follow him. 

Gthly. The last thought to which [ invite your attention is, that this 


7 kind of service terminates well. You wi!l not lose any thing in the 
end by following the Lord fully. Many, in tne accumulation of things 
of earth, are willing to labor, and toil, and bear losses, and in many 
instances invest every thing they have on earth for the purpose ct 


gaining a little more of the things which perish with the u and 
the cases are not few in which such exertions and investments sre un- 


successful and unsafe. Where any very correct data is afforded, « 


which men can make sure calculation as to a fair per cent, thon they 
invest freely, although years are to ro!l by before they can realise any 
thing; and they are willing to suffer the inconvenience, and some 


cases hardship and trouble to which they have suojected themselves 
b by such investment, looking to the supposedend. Men will !.bor for 
wages and take all the pay at the expiration of the time of the engaze- 
ment. Jacob thought it no hardship to labor fourteen years for youny 
Rachael: but how is it in the service of Christ? They receive al! they 
need in advance, or in the commencement, and during the time co: 
their service, and in the end all that is promised them, and that is 
more than they can count. This, then, must be a profitable service 
God said, concerning Caleb, ‘‘him will f bring into the land whereinio 
he went, and his seed shal! possess it,”’ 


and similar wi!] be the resu): 
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into the land of promise, which not only flows with milk and honey, 
but 
“There generous fruits, that never fail, 
On trees immortal grow!"’ 

In fact, so great will be the reward of the righteous, that no earth!y 
nor even angelic tongue can describe it, ‘‘For since the beginning of 
the world men have not heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither hath: 
the eye seen, O God, besides thee, what he hath prepared for him that 
waiteth for him’’—Is. 64, 4. 

We have seen how willingly men labor for a small earthly compen- 
sation, and invest their means for the purpose of realizing a small per 
cent; but the most profitable investment that ever was or can be made 
is that of ourselves, and all that we have or are, in the faithful, life-time 
service of Christ. Listen to what he has said in regard to pay, in re- 
gard to the per cent. we shall realize by such investment: ‘There is no 
man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, 
or wife, or children, or lands for my sake and the gospel’s, but he shall 
receive an hundred feld now in this time, houses and brethren, and 
sisters, and mother, and children, and lands, with persecutions: and 
in the world to come eternal life’’-—Mark 10: 29, 30. May the Lord 
enable us to follow him fully, is the prayer of the writer. 


OE eos 


INFLUENCE OF COLLEGES. 

We extract from the Third Annual Report of the Society for the 
promoiton of Collegiate and Theological Education at the West, the 
following just remarks on this topic: 

Such Institutions generally originate in the demands of the church. 

We will confine our view to our own country. Harvard, which 
stands at the head of American Colleges in the order of time, had 
such an origin. Its founders say: ‘“‘After God had earried us safe to 
New England, and we had builded our houses, provided necessaries 
for our livelihood, selected convenient places for God's worship, and 
settled the civil government, one of the next things we longed for and 
looked after, was to advance learning, and perpetuate it to posterity; 
dreading to leave an illiterate ministry to the churches when our pres- 
ent ministers shall lie in the dust.”” Sixty years after the foundation 
of Harvard, Cotton Mather says: ‘Our fathers saw that without a Col- 
lege to train an able and learned mipistry, the church in New England 
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tnust have been less than a business of one age; and soon have come 
to nothing. The other hemisphere could not have sert us learned 





men enough for our necessities, and without a NuRSERY for such men 
among ourselves, darkness must soon have covered the land, and 
gross darkness the people.” 

Yale College, as is well known, had a similar origin. Ten minis- 
ters met at New Haven in the year 1700, and agreed to found a Col- 
lege in the Colony of Connecticut.—Soon after, at Branford they car- 
ried their agreement into effect. This movement, as they tell us 
‘originated in their sincere regard to, and zeal for, upholding the 
Protestant religion, by a succession of learned and orthodox men.” 

“Dartmouth College was originated in the warmest spirit, and es- 
tablished in the most elevated principles of Christian piety.’’—Priuce- 
ton College was founded by the Synod of New York, for the purpose 
of supplying the church with learned and able preachers of the word 

The Institutions aided by the Society had a similar origin. Western 
Reserve College was founded by Domestic Missionaries, and design- 
ed to furnish pastors for the infant churches on the Reserve. Illinois 
College originated in the union of two independent movements, one 
emanating from Home Missionary operations in Illinois, the other 
from a Society of Inquiry respecting Missions, at Yale College. The 
site of Wabash College was dedicated to God in prayer by its found- 
ers, kneeling upon the snow in the primeval forest. Marietta College 
was founded,’ mainly to meet demands for competent teachers and 
ministers of the Gospel.’? The same might be said of a long list of 
others founded by our own and other Christian denominations. In- 
deed there are but few exceptions in the whole list of American Col 
leges, especially those which have given a literary character to the 
nation. 

This demand of the Church constitutes in society an elevating 
power of prodigious strength, and one permanently operative. 

Civilization is rather the offspring of Christianity, than its progeni- 
tor, oreven its handmaid. As a modern illustration of its power in 
this respect, the Sandwich Islands rise at once before the mind. What 
‘lse could have availed to raise a nation, within a score of years, from 
the very depths of barbarism and idolatry, to a rank among civilized 
nations? How brief the interval between our own barbarous and idol- 
atrous original, and our present elevation? What, under God, but the 
Gospel, has been the moving power in all this wondrous transforma- 
tion? What, in short, is the history of civilization but a continued 
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and uniform illustration of the same great truth? It is sus- 
ceptible of proof that no other demands will bring into exis- 
tence, in the forming periods of society, those institutions which can 
produce not only a learned ministry, but elevate other professions. 
In the case of those who fill these professions, the prospect of in- 
‘ome must regulate outgoes.—Their original investments of time and 
money and toil will be regulated by the demands of society, as the 
profit or loss on a given investment will vary with these demands.— 
Che power of motive to make the investment will of course be sub- 
ect to the same variation. If suchis the state of society that the 
quack, the blustering pettifogger, and the noisy politician, are more 
-ure of patrouage and power than those who are profoundly versed in 
the science of medicine, of law, and of government, where is the 
iotive to pursue the toilsome road which leads to these acquisitions? 

But the Church, in her aggressive movements, sends an educated 
ministry into the darkest field, and sustains her laborers till they can 
enlighten the people, organize and elevate society, and impart to it a 
elf-sustaining power. This is what gives intense interest to Home 
Missionary operations in the West, and to similar operations in foreign 
lands. This same demand for an educated ministry gives existence to 
rastiiutions in which such a ministry can be trained, and the combined 
action of the two, results in a rapid elevation of society. But as that 

vation increases, the demands upon other professions rise, and their 
elevation follows in the train. More than half of the graduates of 
Harvard University, for the first sixty years of its existence, became 
ministers of the Gospel. Nearly three-fourths of the graduates of 
Yale, for the first twelve years, entered the ministry, and a trifle less 
than one half during the first thirty years. Of the first 151 graduates 


of Illinois, Wabash, and Marietta Colleges 114 were hopefully pious. 
As Institutions advance, the proportion of those who devote them- 


selves to secular pursuits increases. But it may be asked, Do not 
Colleges in the same degree become dissociated from the church, and 
“ease to be religious objects? Py no means. Well has it been said 
»y one of our number.* “The Roman priesthood, being a priesthood 
rather than a ministry, a trade, rather than a liberal profession, 
‘ceives its training, as we might naturally expect, apart from the 
laity. But a is a characteristic feature of our Protestant Colle- 
ges, that in them those who are to serve the church in the min- 
istry of the Gospel, pass through a liberal course of studies in 
promiscuous intimacy with those who are to-serve theircountry ia 
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other professions and employments. This gives a blessed power to 
the Colleges of our country. Ateach greatseat of learning young 
men from various parts of the land, with various prospects and hopes, 
destined severally to all the various walks of intellectual activity and 
influence, come together to be companions for just those years in 
which the most intimate friendships are formed, and the most endear- 
ing; they siton the same benches, drinking instruction and excite- 
ment from the same lips of the same teachers: they mingle in the same 
sports on the play ground, the same rambles over the hills, the same 
intellectual strifes and exhibitions; they worship evening and morning 
in the same chapel; the light of humble piety in one shines into the 
conscience of all the others; and when a special religious influence 
comes down upon that little world of various minds and thoughts and 
emotions reaching into eternity begin to pass from mind to mind, how 
often are all those hearts moved with one impulse, like the heart of 
one man! The young men in such institutions educate each other 
Those destined to various professions and to the most diverging paths 
of life, exert upon each other, in the intimacy of their intercourse as 
fellow-students, a mutually liberalizing and mutually invigorating in- 
fluence. And lony, long afterwards, amid the hot encounters of pro- 
fessional or political life, amid he sordid toils of the spirit of accumu- 
lation, in the remotest regions of the land, and perhaps in distant 
climes, the remembrance of College years, and of teachers and class- 
mates in the College halls, may be to many a man, of high position 
and commanding influence, like the subduing remembrance of a moth- 
er’s gentle hand laid long ago in nightly prayer upon the now hoary 
head of him who is tempted to sin.” 

The elevating power of Colleges is also seen in the relative influence 
which they exert in systems of general education. It is a very com- 
mon theory that in constructing systems of education forthe West, 
we should first secure the universal establishment of common schools, 
then the requisite number of academies, and leave Colleges and The- 
ological Seminaries to be produced by the natural operation of exis- 
ting influences. Were education entirely in the hands of the State, 
this theory might possess some plausibility. But as things are, it is 
worthless. 

In the early periods of every new State, in addition to the living 
ministry, we need those central minds whose presence the higher In- 
stitutions alone can secure. We need them to shape the very system 
which shall give prevalence to common schools. We need them to 
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enlighten and give impulse to legislators and others who frame and 
execute the laws and control educational resources. They are need- 
ed for the preparation of teachers. Pupils, after having received the 
impress of their large and gifted minds, can leave a similar impress 
upon multitudes in. the academy and common school. 

Influential minds that elevate the masses do not thrust up those 
masses to a higher level, but draw them up to their own level; and, 
other things being equal, the higher the level they occupy, the greater 
the results which they produce. A College manned by highly culti- 
vated minds is nota passive existence generated by influences below, 
ind elevated only as those influences act. It has an inherent life, and 
ihe power of that life is felt through all the subordinate parts of an ed- 
ucational system. 

When a Romish system of education is to be constructed, the first 
man on the ground is the Jesuit Professor. His eagle eye rnns over 
the field and fixes on the localny where he can best generate the cen- 
tral power that is ultimately to be felt through all its extent. He is 
the living, moving spirit, that from the outset grasps the whole sys- 
tem, and all the parts as they come successively into being are instinct 
with life derived from tha: fountain head. The very first part too 
which he creates, is the higher Institution,—his own immediate in- 
strumentality to be used in the construction. of all the subordinate 
parts. 

When the Jesuits by their educational movements turned back the 
Reformation in Germany, according to the testimony of Ranke, “their 
labors were above all devoted to the Universities.” From the three 
metropolitian centres, Vienna, Cologue, and Ingoldstadt, they spread 
mut in every direction, and turned their attention to ‘Latin schools,’ 
and then to “schools for the poor.” They thus secured ‘‘the first en- 
dering anti-protestant impression made on Germany.” 

The very first Institution of a higher order than common schools 
stablished by the Pilgrims, appears to have been Harvard University. 
In the words of Cotton Mather, this wes the ‘‘nursery” for educated 
men. {ft wss the generator of edusational power. Eleven years af- 
ter its foundation, it was ordered in all the Puritan colonies, ‘‘that 
where any town shal! increase to the number of one hundred families, 
they shall set up a grammar scheo!, the masters thereof being able to 
mstruct youth so faras they may be fitted for the University.” The 
operations of the college for eleven years would suffiee to produce 
teachers for these grammar schools. 
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Editor’s Department. 


T ‘ef 
The Young Divine. 

The young divine ts to be a guide and guardian to the chutch for 
days tocome. He should be well prepared for his office. He should 
neither be a timid nor an ambitious alarmist, crying wolf, when no 
wolf is coming, nor dumb when the monster ts just crouching to leap 
the walls of his fold. He should avail himself of the instruction aud 
experience of his seniors in the work of the mimuistry. He should 
have a keen eye to take vivid views of truth, and readily detect error 
both in theory and practice. The young theologian may not think 
himself master of all important questions that can fairly be started on 
the interpretation of the Bible, wihout critical knowledge of the lead- 
ing doctrinal controversies that have actually arisen in the Church. 
Let him know the trath, and become deeply versed in ecclesiastical 
history, and in all the bearnings of error, so as to guide his own con- 
duct in perilous times and to become a guide and a defender or a 
reprover of others. Errors, with shifting fourm, are continually re-ap- 
pearing. That he may be adequate to the high but most delicate oi- 
fice of timely espying and judiciously remedying incipient tendencies 
to such errors, the young divine should be as thoroughly prepared 
against a shallow rationalism, as against a frozen belief in the letter, 
so killing to spiritual life. Paul used books and parchments. He in- 
structed Timothy his son in the ministry to give attendance to reading, 
to exhortation and prayer. He that neglects study is aptto neglect 
prayer. And inattentive to both, he is too indolent to perform the la- 
bors of the ministerial office. The young divine should possess ar- 
dent and active piety, much intelligence, combined with a good stock 
of common sense. His lips should utter lucid thoughts. Into these 
thoughts his heart shonld throw its warm and glowing emotions, 
that they may be as burning coals to the heart of his auditory. When 
through him the violated law speaks out its thunders to the guilty, his 
face should shine in Heaven's light and love hke the face of Moses, 
when he came down from the mount. As Christ’s ambassador, he 
must beseech sinners to be reconciled to God, in that spirit of com- 
passion which will lead him to weep over those who reject the treaty 
of peace, and to rejoice with those who accede to its overtures. In 
strains softer than the harmory of the spheres and sweeter than an- 
gels use, through him the gospel should speak peace to the penitent, 
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the believing soul. Beholding the Lamb of God by faith, he can point 





others to that blood which taketh away the guilt and pollution of sin. 

The young theologian must not envy, but rejoice in the gifts of his 
brethren. Selfishnes in him is wicked and disgusting, in the eyes of 
saint and sinner, earth and Heaven. It strikes us as a poor business 
and a bad sign when a young preacher is much taken up with himself, 
or enquiring what the people think of him. Let him faithfully do his 
duty, and he will not want their reward, even though the wicked and 
worldly should deride him. If he is ambitious and proud, what in- 
fluence will he exert to make others meek and humble? When sel- 
fishness is unchecked, it brings forth much bitter and poisonous fruit. 
It is the prolific root of narrow-mindedness, unhallowed ambition and 
corroding pride. Though difficult to eradicate it from his heart, it 
should be done. It was frequently working in the hearts of Christ’s 
disciples before they received the baptism of the Holy Ghost and fire 
on the day of Pentecost. On one occasion Christ asked them, “what 
And they were silent, for 


? 


it was that ye disputed about by the way?’ 
by the way they disputed which of them should be greatest. And 
on another occasion, James and Jolin had a request made, that they 
might occupy the honorable seats in Christ’s kingdom.—They knew 
not what they asked. A baptism of blood was what they received. 
—From these and other examples the young divine should learn, that 
God will forever bring down to the dust the pride and ambition of 
ministers, and he will make the humble useful, and exalt them to sta- 
tions of honor unsought by them. 

First of all let the young theologian receive the gosnel in all its 
fullness into his own heart. Let him take its glorious doctrines and 
study them, and ponder them in his thoughts, and pray over them, 
until his soul is thoroughly pervaded with their purifying, strengthen- 
ing, and reviving power; and then let him bring them before the peo- 
ple in their native purity and simplicity, undiluted and uncorrupted 
by the admixture of human traditions. If he would be stable and 
efficient, his mind must grasp the solid doctrines of the gospel. Its 
heavy truths are the only artillery that will open the way to the citadel 
of the human heart. In it is the great difficulty to be overcome. The 
heart is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked. It must be 
changed. It is the province of the gospel alone, through the accom- 
panytog power of the Holy spirit, to accomplish this work. Neither 
essays on the loveliness of virtue, mor sarcastic aitacks on vice, nor 
organizations to put down this or that evil in eociety, will make the 
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evil heart a pure one,—ihe corrupt tree a good one. The youthful 
divine must first Le reformed himself—inwardly reformed in the spir- 
it of his mind before he can be properly prepared to reiurm others. 
He needs a fresh and continual uncttun from Heaven in order to fit 
him for laboring wisely and successfully in his master’s work. When 
this heavenly unction is received and he is brought by its divine pow- 
er, into a holy, humble, meek, loving temper, then all his w ork wil! 
become easy and pleasant to him, and he will carry ut forward in the 
spirit of Christ with energy and success. But neglecting his own 
heart and then endeavoring to do the work of reformer, he will be him- 
self taken in the snare of the devil while in the very act of attempting 
to pull others out of it, and his influence will be a curse to the church 
and the world, rather than a blessing. 


Youthful divine, be diligentin your work,—be faithfal to the chu 


sh. 
—be faithful to Christ, —be faithful to his cause, the cause of the fam- 
ily of man! Let not your heart yield either to a feeling of presump- 
tion or discouragement. Let all your powers be active in your work, 
and firmly trust in the divine promise standing on record trom age to 
age, “Lo, Lam with yeu always, even unto the end of the world 


Amen.” 


Cumberland Presbyterian Preachers--Your Duties. No, 2. 

2. It is the duty of every Cumberland Presbyterian preacher to pre- 
vent spiritual dyspepsia in the Church, and to cure, wherever it may 
exist toany extent. In some congregations it is a prevailing disease, 
if my observation has not deceived me. Brethren, you should under- 
stand its cause, symptoms, and remedy. In making yourselves ac- 
quainted with it, if you have not already, you will find that itis caused 
by a want of active spiritual exercise adequate to digest the amount 
of instruction received. Spiritual dyspeptics hear a great deal of 
preaching, but they do not obey the Gospel. They are hearers of the 
word, but not doers. It is indicated by indigestion, a morbid and fas- 
tidious appetite. Such, as are afflicted with it, have no relish for 
wholesome food. Ifthey eat any thing, it is that which is prepared 
specialiy to gratify the palate. They are disgusted with the sermon 
unless it is highly seasoned and spiced with popular eloquence. If 
every sermon is not as spruce, as neat, as beautiful, as the choicest 
language or flowers of rhetoric can possibly make it, they have no ear 
for it; it is offensive to them. The remedy, as well as the preservative 
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is, to eat plain food and go to work. Then brethren, it is your duty 
to preach plainly and exemplify what you preach in your conduct, that 
your hearers may understand you and practice what they hear, “being 
doers of the word, and not hearers only.”’ 


3. That every Cumberland Presbyterian preacher may give himself 
wholly to the work of the ministry, as it his duty to do, he must in- 
struct the people on the subject of ministerial support. But few like 
to handle the subject, still itis a duty. Though some little creatures 
so small as to be glad to get a piece of bread for a year’s preaching, 
say—preachers ought not to have any thing for preaching; yet the 
Bible is full of instruction on the subject, and if you tell the people 
their duty. in the right way, they will doit. In many cases the people 
kuow no better than to let the preacher suffer. They have not stu- 
died the Bible on the subject, and the preacher has not declared to 
them'the whole counsel of God. Now, brother, if you permit them to 
be in ignorance on the subject, it is your own fault that they live in 
sin, and that yousuffer. They that minister at the altar, should live 

fihe things of the altar. Let the preacher see to it that he does not 
leave the word of God to serve tables. He had better enlighten the 
people on the subject, than to leave them for the want of support, and 
then cry out against them as a stingy, wicked people. How can he 
innocently employ his time on the farm, or assume the responsibilities 
and duties of the Medical profession with very limited qualifications, 
end as athing in course the ministry become a secondary matter?— 
Engaged in its labors alone, who is sufficient to exercise aright the 
fuuctions of the ministerial office? It is enough to enlist the powers 
of angels, it filled the Saviour’s heart. Shall poor feeble man attempt 
to perform the labors of the ministry, and atthe same time pursue 
another employment or profession which, of itself, demands his whole 
time and more than his undivided energies? It is sufficient to make 
reason blush and angels weep! It Jeads to mourning and desolation 
in Zion. Every Cumberland Presbyterian preacher should be entirely 
devoted to the work of the ministry. 

4. The Cumberland Presyterian preacher should support the institu- 
tions of the Church, A C. P. preacher who will not use his influence to 
support and recommend the cause of education, home and foreign mis- 
sions, and the use of the press, is not worthy the name of a Cumber- 
land Presbyterian. I cannot cordially call him brother. T have little 
if any charity for such an one. 1 would not give one straw for his 
attachment tothe Church. If there be one who is too lazy or indif- 
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ferent to sustain her enterprises, then may he not fear lest the devil 

might catch him in the pulpit? Is it strange if an enlightened congre- 
gation is afraid of him? If the Cumberland Presbyterian preacher is 
able to give liberally out of his own means, let him doit. If he is not 
able to do this, let him talk to the rich, and beg the more. If he has 
neither silver nor gold, and but one coat, he has a tongue to speak and 
a heart to feel. Let burning shame crimson the cheek of the Cumber- 
land Presbyterian preacher, who never has a good word to speak for 
our Institutions! Can he sit and talk for hours about secular affairs, 
and even applaud his members for public spirit and liberality in giving 
to rail roads, canals, political and military celebrations, but not a sin 

gle word about our Institutions? Is it strange that the work of God 
does not prosper in his hands? Is it a wonder that the Church does 
not give hina good support?) The laborer is worthy of his hire, but 1s 
such an oneataborer? No. What has he done to build up the insti- 
tutions of the Church? He, that does not do this, with a warm heart 
and a strong hand, may not expect the Church with open heart and 
hand to support him. He that does not water, will not be watered. 
He that toils and exerts his energies to support the institutions of the 
Church, will find a disposition and strength in the Church to sustain 
him. But if any will not work neither shall they eat, is a law of na- 
ture and a prineipie of the Bible. I do not admire a lazy preacher. 
Such an one Heaven cannotapprove. Preachers should give evidence 
of industzy, diligence, honesty and fidelity in their professional work 

Ifthey do not, I would not give one red cent for their Cumberland 
Presbyterianism. They ought to be active in every enterprise calcu- 
lated to strengthen and enlarge the usefulness of the Church. They 
should be friends indeed to the Church. If any one will do nothing 
but eat bread, or murmur and complain for the want of it, he cer- 
tainly has a poor way of showing love and fidelity to the Church.— 
One such in the ministry is one too many; and will not profit the peo- 
ple, because the Lord has not sent him. How poorly is he qualified 
for the ministry! What an awful account must preachers give in the 
judgment day? What does it signify if a man is invested with the 
ministerial office, if he does not faithfully perform its functions? Hea- 
ven save our pulpits from being filled with dry or starched bones.— 
The Church needs a spiritual, living, energetic, highly enlightened, 
self-denying, working ministry, to enlist and draw out her heart and 
mind in systematic and persevering labors for the world’s regenera- 
tion. Brethren in the ministry, allow me, in the fulness of my heart 
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to say, make full proof of your ministry,—do the work of pastors and 
evangelists,—quit you like men, be strong in the Lord and the faith 
which works by love,—watch ye, stand fast in the faith,—be steadfast, 
immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, inasmuch as ye 
know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. May every preach- 
er’s lips be touched with hallowed fire from the sacred altar! And 
all with one heart and sou! breathe the humble, fervent prayer, the 
breath of faith into the ear open to the prayers of the ribgteous : 
“Spirit of grace, oh deign to dwell 
Within thy church below: 
Make her in holiness excel— 
With pure devotion glow. 
Let peace within her walls be found 
Let all her sons unite 
To spread with grateful zeal around 
Her clear and shining light 
“If e’er my heart forget 
Her welfare or her wo, 
Let every joy this heart forsake, 
And every grief o’erflow 
For her my tears shall fall, 
For her my prayers ascend; 
To her my cares and toils be given, 
Till toils and cares shall end.’’ 


ws — . sr 


“What is Calvinism!” 

Inasmuch as Calvinism has been the cause of a great deal of con- 
troversy; and much dust and mud have been thrown by those who 
style themselves Calvinists, it is very desirable to have some test, by 
which it may be determined who are, and who are not Calvinists in 
reality.—The following will serve as a convenient and infallible test 
of Calvinism:— 

‘Has or has not God made promises to the unconverted, convicted 
of sin by the common influences of the Holy Spirit, such as the un- 


renewed can comply with and when complied with, place the com- 
plier within the limits of God’s promised saving mercy?’ 


He that can swallow the negative of this, is not only a Calvinist in 
name, but if consistent will not attempt to soften or explain away any 
of the hard doctrines of the great apostle of “‘orthodoxy.’’ He that 
can adopt the affirmative, is on the road to Camberlandtown, and 
may stop there and find safe and pleasant quarters, if the promotion 
of truth be his object. 
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